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Then Jua.lah appro?ched him and said, “If you please, my lord, may your servant speak
B a Lﬁolrsi in my lord’s ears and let not your anger flare up at your servant — for you are lik
araoh. 1* My lord has asked his servants, saying, ‘Have you a father or brother?' 2 And we
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.37 "5The word of HASHEM came to me, saying: ' Mow y&h,

a1 son of man, take yourself one wooden tablet and write

upon it, “For Judah and the Children of Israel, his comrades,”

and take another wooden tablet and write upon it, “For Joseph,

the wooden tablet of Ephraim, and alf the Children of Israel, his

comirades.” 1 And bring close to yourself, one to the other, like

a single wooden tablet, and they shail bécome one inyour hand.
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13 Behold — days are coming — the words of HASHEM —
when the plower will encounter the reaper, and he who lreads
upon the grapes will meet the one who brings the seeds; the
mountains will drip with wine and the hills will melt [with fat]. '*1
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= ¥ H ‘There is a wisdom of the heart

just as there is a wisdom of the mind. This is shown in the debate
cited in the Midrash ( Yalkut Shimoni on J ob) between Rebbe Elazar
and Rebbe Yehoshua on the point: “Where do we find wisdom?”
According to Rebbe Elazar, wisdom is to be found in the heart of
Man, while according tq Rebbe Yehoshua, it is to be found in the
mind of Man. “These and these both are words of the living God.”

Now the world in its entirety has a mind. There are certain
phenomena in the world that generate logic of the mind. The world

in.its entirety also has a heart — and there are certain phenomena

in the world that animate the heart of Man. The comm_ggdmemS_gf

the Torah correspond to this division, for there is a close affinity
between the pattern of the Torah in its entirety and the pattern of

the world in its entirety. Our Sages (Midrash Rabbah, B’reishis)

point out that when the -Almighty God decreed Creation, “He

looked into the Torah and created the universe” — the universe

was,.gxgat_ed,_i.gva&c.czmanm.wimma, attern_of the Torah. Conse-
quently, there must be an affinity between the two. Thus, the com-
mandments of the Torah are of the two kinds — those based upon
logic of the ! mind and those based upon logic of the heart. As the
Rashba points out in one of his responsa, the two separate mitzvos
sertaining to the phylacteries placed on the head and on the arm.
against the heart, the ¢ 'filin shel rosh and ¢'filin shel yad, represent
‘these two cagegoﬂasjﬁ?h—é' Torah. The category comprising the
:T)}_flfﬁmandmems that stem from logic of the mind is that of the
¢filin shel rosh, while the category that comprises the command-
ments that stem from the logic of the heart i$ that of the t'filin shel

yad k' neged halev — adjoining the heart.
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. There are two main forms of expression — prose and poetry.
Since the cheirus, the freedom, of the ISfaelites was coupled with
libergtion of their speech, so also cheirus of the Israclites mani-
-_fest.g itself in the two realms of prose and poetry. The distinguish-
ing feature of human poetry as contrasted with human prose is
rh_ﬁ;me and rhythm. But, in regard to Divine poetry, as contrasted
with Divine prose, thyme and rhythm are not important. Rhyme
fmd- thythm are only external manifestations of poetry. Halachah
itself marks the distinction between Divine poetry and Divine
prose.

In the :[_orah we have passages that represent Divine prose, tﬂc
non-shirah part of the Torah, and we have others Such as the Az
Yashir (Exodus'15:1-19), which repfgséﬁi D:@;&Ent— shirah
Aclcording to the halachah, when writing a Torah scyoll one mustl
write the shirah sections in a peculiar way — in the form of half a -
bncks&:it upon a whole brick. As Rashi (Megillah 16Db) explains, the
half bnclfs represent the written part of the lines of shirah and, the
whole- b.nckg represent the ‘blank part of the lines. That means that
the Divine poetry of the Torah must be written and spaced in such
a way that the unwritten portions of the lines are double the written
parts. Divine prose, however, must be written so that oﬁe‘word
follows upon another, with only as much blank space as is neces--

jary to separate one word from another, not more.

This halachah is symbolic andl indicative of the logic of the -

reart from which Divine poetry stems. The distinction between

)wmc? prose and Divine poetry consists of the following: Divine

yrose is perceived in accordance with the logic of the mind, through

»bservation and deductive and inductive reasoning. '
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£ The Divine
yoetry of the Torah, however, stems from logic of the heart, which
:ontains more “unwritten space” than “written space.” A great
Jeal of the logic of the heart, the shirah, in the Torah cannot be
;een by the human eye. It can only be perceived intuitively by the
agarts of those Jews who want to perceive. Those who refuse to
see through the vision of the heart will not see anything. -

‘ﬁ Conse-
juently, the Torah says: “And it shall be for a sign [os] upon your
arm, and for frontlets [tofafos] between your eyes.” Totafos,
frontlets, our Sages tell us, signifies the ¢'filin. As Rashi on this
verse points out, in the name of Menachem Ibn Saruk, totafos is
derived from the term “speak,” so that it has the significance of
“speaking” and corresponds to I'zikaron, “for a reminder,” for
whoever sees the ¢'filin bound between the-eyes will remember the
miracle and speak about it.
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The ¢'filin shel rosh thus has the distinguishing feature of

speech. It is a forafos, it is matif, it articulates, it talks. This is the

meaning of “for a reminder between your eyes.” The t'filin shel
rosh corresponds to all the obligations of the Torah that are based
upon the logic of the mind. This logic can be perceived throngh
observatitn, through deductive and inductive reasoning. It ex-
presses ideas in a way that anyone can understand. It is the power
of speech. But the r'filin shel yad, though, represents the com-
mandments based upon the logic of the heart. Such logic contains
an unwritten dimension that is gibu_blc the written dimension; it
cannot be seen so easily. It must be perceived intuitively, It ex-
presses itself only in a poetic, _rat_ﬂg; than a prosaic, form. ~
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here are two expressions of the theme of bris,

covenant, in the body: ‘the bris ha'ma'or -

circumcision, and the bris ha'lashon — the covenant of

the tongue. Both are creative, both are energies of

" connection, and both must be used carefully and loyally. We

have studied some of the meaning.of the former; let us now
look at the latter, the world of speech.

The function of speech parallels the function of
reproduction — in the lower world of the body, the output 1s
offspring, the physical being of a child. In the higher world
of the head, the output is words. Just as children are an
outward expression of the body of the parent, so tod words
are the outward expression of the mind of the speaker.

" Words are seminal; when correctly used they are a
deep revelation of their source in the consciousness of the

one who speaks them, and their energy is powerful enough
to build a deep connection between the speaker and the one
who listens. With the body one forms children; with the
power of communication one creates falmidim — students,
spiritual offspring. "Ha'nefesh asher asu b'Charan — the souls
which they made in Charan”, states the verse; in fact, this
reference is mot to children whom Avraham and Sarah
brought into the world, as it may seem at first glance, but to
the people whom they taught and influenced.

“Making souls” in the spiritual sense is a more
significant creative act than its physical counterpart of
bringing children into the physical world; in some ways the

connection between Torah teacher and talmid is closer than

between father and son, as the halacha states; the father
‘Brings the son info this world, but the Rebbe (teacher) brings

him into the next world.

The Zohar states that wasting Torah words, attempting
to teach one who is not fit to be a talmid, is similar to the sin
of wasting the power of intimacy. Both constitute a wasteful

spilling of deeply creative energy.
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WNWY MZON KON MNTIA WYY 51300 NUN ;N DY1aa Iohnn credit to God.

DWYNYN UNW .NM¥IT PP XD MINDA DT KON - 799 2appm . 3 The first place in the Torah where the Hebrew word for

1OV Y, TPYNII NYI9YW M1 KON - NN 1990 DYROAT 999 S “thanks” appears is when Leah gave birth to her fourth son,
. ! : ' Judah. She said, “This time I will thank God.”> Rashi com-
iyl The Aot o€ o i Cowae X b @ 213 ments that Leah felt grateful to God for her having had each of

The Hebrew word for thanksgiving is W. This word also her children. However, her husband, Jacob, had three other
means “to admit” or “to acknowledge.’” Rabbi Hutner said that

wives.'S,ifme they all knew that Jacob was destined to have
every expression of thanks that one person gives to another is

twelve sons, they initially assumed that each wife would have
really a form of admitting.!! People sometimes have difficulty ~ three sons. When Leah had Judah, she recognized that she
saying “‘thank you' to another person because it implies that

the first person needed the second. People who are very

‘had been granted more sons than washgrf_.ggg_tiqn,mUpol the
birth of her fourth son, she admitted to God that she had beén
arrogant don’t want to admit that they need something from
someone else. Thus, thanking someone is related to the idea
of admitting something. In the Modim prayer, we admit that
we need God and that we appreciate everything He gives us. It
is much easier for us to believe that we independently accom-

given something that was beyond her fair share.

As long as people get what they feel entitled to have, they
find it hard to thank the benefactor for these gifts. They feel
that they are only getting what is rightfully theirs. True thanks-

giving occurs when- people feel they have been given more
than they deserve.

3l In the Modim prayer we say that God is the source of all

igoodness and that is why we have received from Him. We are
not so arrogant as to say that we have received because we
deserved to receive.
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Adam, the First Man, was created in the image of God and

put into the Ga

rden of Eden.” God told Adam that he could eat

any fruits in the garden except for the fruit of the tree of

Know

ledge of Good and Evil. At that time, Adam’s nature was

to be totally good. The inclination to do something wrong (the

yetzer

hara) existed only outside of him.

The snake then enticed Eve to eat of the forbidden fruit, and

Adam also ate some of it. His actions showed that inherent in
his initial nature was the option to do that which was right or
that which was wrong. However, by going against, God’s com-

inclination to do w;rt)fn\g things,

by which he created a mixture of good and bad. =7

As.

one moment and are ;
mission is consequently to try to discriminate right fre

ople are spiritually devoted

a result. of Adam’s choice, T
interested _in_sinning_the next. Our

to the best of our abilities and to pursue what is positive and
dismiss what is negative.
The concept of thanking God, and bowing to Him, is related

to distinguishing between what is right and what is wrong.
Adam introduced the negative force into himself because he

wmf@?to be like God. His arrogance made him not want to
accept that God’s command was for his ultimate benefit. He

s/thereby created a perception of reality in which good and bad
became mixed. God told Adam to listen to Him, whereas Adam
“stood up” to God and deci

. of God, we create a klipah, a shell which
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T ~¥ When we bow, energy is allowed to flow through our spines

that otherwise cannot. It's almost as if there wi
a.nd breaking open the vertebrae of the spine aeﬁzv:sbf)i%:é
]#e force to flow through us. This idea stands in contradistinc-
tion to the belief that the more independent we are, the more
hfe‘ energy we will be able to create and sustain. So;ne people
believe that the more they subjugate themselves, the less ]I?fe '
energy they will retain. When we stand up arrogantly in front
to life. When we bow, we shatter the shell that cs;?wlf?fizgctexsss
and we allow our life energy to nourish us. . '
When we bow, we should focus on breaking o

T Im-
ness and unwillingness to listen to God, who is the One who

knows what is ultimately good for us. We are then supposed

to_straighten up gradually and be standing totally- upright
when we say God’s name in the blessing that follows. This is
done .bECElT.ISE bowing breaks our “shells” and allows our life
energies to come through. As we straighten up, we then have
the ability to face God. This process is known as “the revelation
of the energy of the One who is the Source of all life.””s
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to listen to him

33 - When we bow, we sh

and acknowledge His wi ‘
that God has ultimate wisdom and goodness and is the ulti-
; we break our

ow that we subjugate our
T as being supreme. We demonstrate

will to God

mate Director of our lives. Every time we bow,

resistance to allowing ourse
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Ives to be dominated by God's will.
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We demonstrate physically tha
ecked” a

t we want to break our “stiff-
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good for us.
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